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Overview

• Who we are

• Database requests

• Landowner requests 
for forest management 
plans

• Receipts for Minimum 
Impact Forestry 
Notifications



NH Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB)

• The NH Natural Heritage Bureau finds, 
tracks, and facilitates the protection of New 
Hampshire's rare plants and exemplary natural
communities. 

• We work with landowners and land managers 
to help them protect the State's natural 

heritage while meeting their land-use needs. 

• Our mission is mandated by the Native Plant 
Protection Act (RSA 217-A)

Division of Forest & Lands
Department of Resources and Economic Development



NHB Database

• State & Federally listed 
plant species

• Exemplary natural 
communities

• State & Federally listed 
wildlife species (and 
SC)



Environmental Review & 
Database Check

• Federal, state or local 
agencies may require that you 
check with NHB to determine 
if a proposed project will 
impact (or benefit) rare 
species or exemplary natural 
communities



DataCheck Tool?

Hard copy Request Form?

Landowner Request Form?

Submit a request on-line?Submit a request 
by email or mail?

Hard copy request form 
specific to Wetlands 
Minimum Impact Forestry 
Notifications?

How do I submit a request to NHB?



Requesting Natural Heritage Bureau Data
When to use what form…

DataCheck Tool or hard copy request 
for NHB Database Check

• If a state permit is required, 
such as:
� Shoreland Permit

� Standard dredge and fill for 
wetland impacts

� Alteration of terrain permit

� Notification of trail development 
activities

� Minimum impact agriculture 
permit

� Notification for minimum impact 
forestry notifications*

Landowner Request form

• No state permit required, but 
rare species/exemplary is 
needed or wanted, such as:
� Forest management plans

� Tree farm certification 
requirements

� General land use planning

� If you’re a landowner and just 
curious if you may have any rare 
species or exemplary natural 
communities on your property

*note there is a specific hard copy request form for forestry 



www.nhnaturalheritage.org



Landowner Request 
(for management plans, not permitting) 

• Property specific (entire parcel, not just 
crossing) 

• No fee for this service

• Results cannot be used for permit 
requirements (no review for potential 
impacts)

• Examples of when to use:

– Tree farm certification requirements

– Forest Management Plans

– General planning



• Landowner 
Request Form
� Contact info

� Map of property (can 
send shapefile or 
copy of a topo map)

� Very simple and 
quick to submit! 



Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notifications

• DES posted new the Wetlands 
Minimum Impact Forestry 
Notification Form on their website 
in April 2012. 

• One of the requirements on the 
new form is a “Receipt”  from the  
Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB).

• NHB has coordinated with the 
forestry community and DES to 
make this as smooth and painless 
as possible by making changes to 
the Datacheck Tool and review 
process specific to minimum 
impact forestry activities.



Old Form vs New Form
(in regards to NHB information)

Old Form
Notification of Forest Management or Timber Harvest 
Activities having a Minimum Wetlands Impact

• Yes/No question regarding whether 
the proposed activity is in a wetland 
identified by Natural Heritage 

• No documentation was required 
showing you actually contacted 
Natural Heritage

• If “yes” …the project could not use 
notification form

New Form
Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notification

• An NHB “receipt” is required to show 
you have contacted NHB

• No specific info on presence or 
absence of rare species is given to 
DES, only the “receipt”

• No longer a threat that a project is 
kicked out of a notification to a 
different permit type because of NHB 
info



Datacheck Tool & Review Changes Specific to the 
Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notifications

• There is no fee for Natural Heritage review of minimum impact 
forestry notifications

• NHB Datacheck Receipt  
• This is a generic letter that shows you have completed the process, it 

contains no information on whether or not sensitive species or exemplary 
natural communities are present.

• This is the ONLY document required to submit with the Wetlands 
Minimum Impact Forestry Notification

• This avoids the issue of being “kicked up” to a different permit type

• NHB Datacheck Results letter 
• Only if the project was screened as “potential impacts”
• Recommendations to avoid or minimize possible impacts or upon closer 

inspection reviewer may dismiss concerns completely.
• DO NOT submit this second letter with the Wetland Minimum Impacts 

Forestry Notification form. The recommendations in the second letter are 
for your consideration.



Requesting an NHB Database Check
for Minimum Impact Forestry Notifications

• Hard copy request form
– Forestry Specific Form

– Can be downloaded from 
www.nhnaturalheritage.org listed as #2 
under “Services” 

– Can be mailed by request (271-2215 ext. 
323)

• DataCheck Tool
– www.nhnaturalheritage.org and listed as 

#1 under “Services”

– Remember to specify Forestry 
Notification, so that you don’t pay the fee 
and do get a “NHB Datacheck Receipt”



Hard Copy Request Form

• Pros
– No computer or computer skills 

necessary

– Short & simple (no potentially 
confusing questions)

• Cons
– you have to find a map to provide 

crossing locations

– Possible snail mail delay

– 3-5 business days for processing



DataCheck Tool

• Pros
– Maps are built into process

– Receipt is generated and 
emailed immediately

– Easy & efficient (once you 
have the process down)

• Cons
– Requires a computer

– Learning curve, not so easy the 
first time….

– Serves a wider audience, so a 
few more questions



www.nhnaturalheritage.org





Signing In

Register 





New (as of November 2012) for all Notifications
Points only, no parcel boundaries



DataCheck Results

Results

You must continue in order to get required documentation…



IMPORTANT : You must to select “Notification of Forest Management or Timber Harvest Activities”
This signals the “receipt” process and also exempts you from payment if there were potential impacts



• NHB Datacheck Receipt (sent within 5 minutes or less)
• Completion of process
• This is the ONLY document required to submit with the Wetlands Minimum Impact 

Forestry Notification

• NHB Datacheck Results letter (sent within 3-5 business days)
• Only if the project was screened as “potential impacts”
• Recommendations to avoid or minimize possible impacts or upon closer inspection 

reviewer may dismiss concerns completely.
• DO NOT submit this second letter with the Wetland Minimum Impacts Forestry 

Notification form. The recommendations in the second letter are for your 
consideration.

Very important to 
hit this “submit” 
button (saves your 
project data)



Repetition Time!

DataCheck Tool or hard copy request 
for NHB Database Check

• If a state permit is required, 
such as:
� Shoreland Permit

� Standard dredge and fill for 
wetland impacts

� Alteration of terrain permit

� Notification of trail development 
activities

� Minimum impact agriculture 
permit

� Notification for minimum impact 
forestry notifications*

Landowner Request form

• No state permit required, but 
rare species/exemplary is 
needed or wanted, such as:
� Forest management plans

� Tree farm certification 
requirements

� General land use planning

� If you’re a landowner and just 
curious if you may have any rare 
species on your property

*note there is a specific hard copy request form for forestry



Q Questions?

Contact Information:
Melissa Coppola
Environmental Information Specialist
DRED-Natural Heritage Bureau
mcoppola@dred.state.nh.us
603-271-2215 ext. 323



Section 217-A:9

II. Nothing in this section shall limit the rights 
of private property owners to take protected 
species on their own land.



RSA 217:A9

• Exemptions
IV. No rule adopted by the department under the 

provisions of this chapter shall cause undue 
interference with normal agriculture or 
silvicultural practices.


